iU — * W!ULi»' 



JII.4 * • • tu,w* Ul l. ' Milrtl 111 






.■UM .. ta I l VV...IU V.. , . iu\uu 



2/15/71 

Jvbkr Bud and Bob, 

Kenfro Hays phoned ran last night, wldch a very nice thing for him to do, and 
I enjoyed it. It 13 on # of the two reasons 1 got up earlier than tav sual early thi 3 
morning other to get more tirae It: on auasttblimg lay p.< * r« in 2 b 6 y- 70 ). I write 

ypu and dob about it for 3.veraf ix *30 ns, oxte b lag the potential Value of son-; of what 
he toll me, the other potential booby-traps. 

ke re all aOha*wimt ^subject to the ferry Kas on oyndro;.*e, perhaps tUo mail on the 
spot so. iind in too nuny ways, what iiaya said is 1 as tuird version of tho same 

things, which in not encouraging to trust in hi a *ork, snuoo those arc the ;.ost basic 
things. 

Auotner troubling aspect is t .e undercurrent that lingers, of pinning something on 
blaca oilxt«nt 8 f fchu contrivance that crippled Han*s. (Not that iteiy didn(t). 

Btili another ^iat is lead serious aud mom human, but raakea ;ue a bit wary, if ilia 
I'ormulatioa of why fio called. Bob had loaned hiu the proof a oi PR/U&— OP and he'd. stayed 
up ali night reading it. lie w ntod to tell f*e of noir.u uiistufeea in it. Of t\i* "wiat.kea" 
lie fcii.gl out, only one, even in ills tenaa, can be, and it is not eaauntial to the 
defense. He now aay3 the second white car was a fairlane (ana ihen ho also tells tf.v that 
tlie oo-colled Kay ng in his property, registered in his iv so, I cannot but voador 

if co.^wercial c»nisid'- rations itr» de u.oa the factual »%ith hiiu. 



how v^r, in las enumeration oi my erroa, where he- says exactly what i a*iu, lie 
adds *^ r att couiu b«: quite helpful to the d«:feaa«i if it can bt* >rjv rd, and for wo tilts 

m-rana by somethin,; more titan Ida word. *ven iUnea' at this point. 



one is my uictdces on tin; sequence 03 tnu wounds, these a/join Ilia v/orJ 3 . says 
now wimt I wrote, wut the Mistake" is on tlai nature of the fallal wound, winch I didn't 
g, into except for its 3i^e. ile says t'nat froa a source nc Canr.ot use becaust- it would 
coat liix la joo, one Benny A nomtan, he loamou the f rg-rtentation of the bullet 

at this point van such that it woa like shotgun pollatn. I thing thin unliio ly fro:-, 
tho bullet .mi lageuly u&d^, but 1 liaVe dependable sources and I'll 0 neck this out for you 
and ^ou to ue.. first, it it is pw> ablt:, n jia oocoud, if it ir; probubie. fhe significance, 
to ito, hn : nothing to do s»itn ::y writing but with whiit t he prosecution wa.* up to, and on 
tliia he 3-aid more tliat, without hi .3 giving it aucJi mv using, is coiu:i3t nt, _i true, 
ibli hunting bulluts liave a certain fraagibiixty built into thoa. However, i thing tnax 
tiiat kind of fra^aontati on i. no t the intent of the deoigzi of tno Lokt-Core. Bow I use 
thi :j iihraeing uec*us»s if I correct iii saying it is no; th.. intent of :ho design, it 
iu aot to say it coulLn't happen, ilo^^ver, n now says h*^ in certain thia van a liolxow— 
point bullet, vliich t ho ^okt-Core is not. w on 3 ^steut with wlut he nov. a^ys is so^j of 
the «pian:i opinion a -tribute! to the police at thu tiae, but not ncc^unarily so. What I 
a.1 aayieg is that the initial police* opinion, wliich coulu jiave come from police no more 
qualified than you or I, wa.. that it was a uuwaun type, a^id tltat can also oc said of 
trie Loct-Coro. 



I wouli hesitate to r%;coa ond any iuxicdiate i-iomphis inquiry into «ny of thaar 
matters no./ uxi \ I would roconuond ot rox^ij a 0 aii*at o*iy local inquiry tiiat ia not 
^ : 3sentntial to your moat limiediata legal ii».ods, wliich, I a. .:u,ao, uc^uia none. I think 
itherwiac you'iu opon^or niore clandestine interest ii^ t a*' fona of op coition that will 
turn people off, and if you win in court, it has u b*tt r ohanco of tuning them on. 
fou can be aur • tiiat as of the pa ‘it six we ks, the lades sensible Item ha had gr i-iter 
interuot do,«n Uter»^ t ‘nan lie has f^r a whil.;, and 1 an mme he aver lost the stlf-preser- 
vat.on intereat V&t least) tiiat he always had. 

If this allngution i, true, then inevitably it will be in W fucial ^-rays of the 
autopsy at the to y iea;<t. I'm assuming, without ch ckiiig, Ui t they were calc* It is 
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no close to impossible an anything c ;t n be that there wua the aind of f ruga ntatiou he 
describe-a without some sib„lt» fragment, no matter how uiinute, reaming at uo.'Bv point 
in the adjacent tissue. And it is impossible for the tiaiunt, Juattfllke f ragm nt not 
to 3*io m in in .*».«- ray* It wouiU be fluorescent. 

£ut what hays i.; real .y talking about il * let store sinister than this would 
indicate, tor to thin point it addresses on til .- cornoner. However, he adus two things 
to it, and I have no independent knowledge of one, bit tliero is a kina ot confirmation 
o: th.> othsr. Ho 3Hj’3 there was a Cadiug found or said by the police to have been found 

in the UiUiroow, which can't be tbx ftuae with a single shot if one renaisd in the iwose. 

weapon. And he saya tlsat tile slug shown Hanes is not th«: one they too* from i-ing, 
out laceor, wliiuh, as. unin, llsnea was u) truthful aiu. b) knew what lie wau calking about, 

mukox jense ot hi.* cla±& t iat tlvj ^aririit^s wer* nt for iaentii’ioatiun* Wliile 

‘ tiU!; 01 dinhocesty is u. bit txceoaivu, giv.u even th:> known dishonesty 

of those w are dc-uliug with, ant their needs and uo lives, x nonetheless regard it as" 

something that ought not bn east aside out of iuuxu. i think it is something tiu*t should 
t- kept In Li.vd but «.utinly out of uouth until there i.s preparation for a trial. 

J:iB &t&r y tls 4 :lx bu hes wex\< cut down on the 29th is interesting int that it can 
bo an indication of local conspiracy. What he now says or tli. black firemen and his 

sympathetic cornets or th' black p. lice is irrelevant except an coas.ontary on hi, own 
at itude „ , n .id they c.-xt u, crip., ling. 

Who t interested re most of all, for I r< gard none of these things ao of reul value 
to the do .inno and ,’11 or’ pot ntiul luru £0 it, at least fut of tly. .jonu-ut, 1:1 that 

saud di. P'coot. Motel in on the roa. to hum Orleans, net near or 011 »h- r :ac on which 
the sew H linl i located. Tlu.t sail liuv. considerable sio.iiica.icc, if de velopnd properly, 
•■>nd c:.<n bo a meaningful load, fou will recall ay as op doubts about th* time reconstruct 
ion, f o . v!.sy art: explicit. ,jiu v~h*xve bith sirircii tii sew Orleans interest. Here i 
digress for a rotv at. 1 have recstsbli.heA a kind of How Orleans contact, o.m of the few 
iriiediat ’ly up. roaohnblo tliat can provide aoce of ch : answers w.. need. Or, certain winds 
of help. , T iut he 1 l.l be off the some for e-?v ral months. It in -ouic. i'ou know, I'v 

* 1 gcw*' r-liti' nship wit), ni.-*, ll trusted n. .* when lit* trustee . 0 others, and I've 
alec li-w dh h-tm. fho overall situation tliore, however, i ■ ■ «<i tir- ly unchanged. How lie 
needed a big investigative fabor, i.-i huny, involving his own reputation uni future, 
end I accotiplinhcd it for him in half a day and at a cost of juat unjur ..pj.OO, so he? 
is hf.p.y, a.-'.d cv-in he rands it deter that ths fuvor was for him, portionall. , mthe.* than 
for the office, its in “diate b. n-fioiaiy. ’Che check for repayment of my nooiaal coses 
w.4.3 hj.a person »1 chock, li nnd when it i< n-.-cesimry to do any ttew O.'i',:ons work i»ui I am 
awar^ n r the hazard any presents;, I now think that, louts will help no. aiuI ii anyone 
there son and is d' p. ndabl:' , he is that one. ■ u o is not an ordinary "cop"ui any swnse of 
tho wer ’ , personal or professional.... And the bit about the laundry ±3 con istmt with 
the UcHoto tiling. Wow the checking o*‘ the beidoto Hotel rogl strati. on, if it hasn't been 
none, in in a diffe -mt category than other local investigation. *f it na:.n't ueen cone, 

E recoaitned that dob, (Xiraoailly, rather .han Hays Who tol l , v-az Hob is uow his 
l&wyerjdo it, and very openly. She Ml ray have bo u ther-? arieauy, and this could 00 
triors iapirtsnt tlint (getting it. Because this in in the book and tx-.c*us< m 0 b j. t;1 , t 
lo l* 1 ’, i * woulv noc s.*. tract under inthre.it wero he to uuike tim inquiry. It is so 
obvious u tiring to do it wight, in fact, attract interest if it i-n't done. 

ihere i groat hazard in so'te ox his story, for oven if true no July will beli.vo it. 
A3 you KTiow, i believe the package wh . planted, not arop. ed by ttw in-ilignt as .asain. 
rut that it lay there i’or 15 minutes, tha- story lie u t tributes to Oanipe, :oid that at 
i«.*a 3 t three poople, not including pasaera-by arc aii.nt on ti.iu i.i o:yoau o-.liif. 

Ik now in; lists that the shot was fired fror.i t,, u t bathroom, an.. I certainly can't refute 
it. Alt tint* is too inconsistent in too aaivy ways with sot tin. the fraue in that ouiioing, 
!iiu b et, *ifh the clocks of wood, i« sensible uni reasonable, Lut i£ is far from hoough 
to gat ~e around tin. u. ikLcy-flasa syndrooo involving the r>.portiii c . of wax-witnesses. 
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Xu se lib to b*>— but may not be-inoousma nt «itu the 3 tory noout th: aevauoe cutting 
dowxi of thu buches khia tiiiiing hero ooutruaicting his earlier story, as 1 remember that)* 
tluzt. r f)iia sounds lauch too tauch to uo liKo clover feeding of the unsophisticated, 
of l would bt? ban boauc who haj the urong accent* 1 am not personally critical of u ayo 
nor do 1 Intend to oe. Uovi;V«r, whor* hxs judgement is invoiv d, hr and Warren w «ith did 
an enormous .amount of work, l'hoy old almost all of u in the worn# places.., with the 
wrong people, getting tlx? wrojig on es? t«ntialiy useless answers, and cia.<eu tlic luiut 
obvious, which didn't even require being in iiemphis. wnat 1 am saying is that their 
investigation, save for tlie uaoty business of Gratae, which is uinor coupored to what 
the police uiu, counts to no tiling. 1 tner ui or« lack confidence on two scores: basic 
flatfoot investigation, which, < special Ly with hiu local contacts, shoulu h<;V'> boon 
hay 3 ! strong point j and concept or overall und'trs Canning *nu approach, ^ayn hau 
so nony contacts he can trua ‘5 tliat it if ciulat^-paly to idea hi.u what anybody itigh; w;tnt 
to, and about now iuxny people ought be d*velopiu t> such interests, ii‘ they haven't already. 

i 

He t ‘11 h i^e, and 1 have 210 independent knowledge, tiu*t honor' defense wan to use 
to defense witnesses only, on- in oro as-* xani nation.* Grecie wid Canipi>. i can't believe 
thi3, but for tin uoui*-xit I tuio. his word. say s that Canipe g .vo ^aucs a statement 
the details oi wjuc^ omit but including what 1 reported aboVr,. If trio, this is 
important, if only because icia ajwithheld auu b) eatierly contrary to the on* used by 
authority. i>ut, if wan trithful, Jluys' local investigation «e- ms to hav. lidsred all 
that ia essential for court use. *or example, while saying tliat Lt. Goraley was at 
CaAipe&H in time for hia r> porting of tnrs find to be on the police radio at 6rj4, which 
is vc ry valuable information arid •* Hop., true, hs also says h har no i.njwl ;.dge of hat 
photOr.raphera took uhufc pictures Uiere azia when! 

1 have ito personal auti-iiuys feaLixigs, aiu -»• have no raswnu.cn u at hiu calling 
iiijtaL.,3 fiat ax' ? no;. fiu.y it> ujt ^y p in- in taking this inch prs— dawn tiwe whan 
1 xLa.v .3 such pruning tiduigs to dead oiuicr u ueadliue. 1 c 13 because ol* xiy apprehensions 
rhat 1 take ub^ ul^ac , tire on approach and neat on timing, xvnd 1 un aatirfied that 
houovcr g .ud hv^ ue in in. Ov.u i. mu oJ iiveatigating, tltis is not tfw kind of a 
for tiukt iduat of touch or jli ivestigutioii. - fear tliO liu'luvJice on your ana. fob's 
t hi liking. 



21zia 1 b an »• on ddeh ~<Rver wi 3 J U; r« ally up tight, and I tidoit it \x»uid a 
ouriou^ Lijtok. tu uudcivsti. *ttetaO tjunen above «*il : what liziij can ineun <iii- 1 wane he 
uo. zuv'3 is i*ijxi iruiw for )dm, on oaoy iwirh. lot;' li rau mgg». k u on tho trivial . 
iiiybc I ou. r'.^diu,^ too much inuo tJiiu, but if I am now, x f ar the lia.'^z'd i?iay b«.* groat 
in too many ways, kjitii no pi*o-:?oi;t uhnt your client's 3 coy in jail can br- irjiedintoly 
influiiced by anything, uy :-<t 90 ug ejicour<^uent i that you bt? ronl cr»ol and inf In .t*j?ly 
patient, taking first tilings fj.rot itau to degree lvoiii/ily puu.dble avnidiii, : tiv; r>3st. 

I thii-k thu essence in theoe kjuni.j of dixngf in tif-dlng, 4-21. ^Jicro I've been ablo to ,;ct 
what others coui^i 1 1 uJi^i wh* re I've bo n abl n tura on thus. Ovh»,X'S coid ^i't, a largp 

part of if was proper truing, :u Cling not doiitj if at what se^ed to th*- .2 ron > tabf<o 
ur.^ ^oi.-^ i-, aw wiuiv ai;«,‘tifed liki ti.». right* ^iiiu rangoa fron IHill, Uowaxrl anti th». like 
(and everybody tulhe^i tc uli< a ;<n r i tliey'.i evun gone to coart iaid von) to Kleins least. 
£>.cido2 a few in -icw Orleans. f*o, dt-n't let tin. too to of solution tiutc is »>:-rvl/ 
anticipation of the tusto jeopardize tii feast. 

i reiliz . liayj -my hav 1 th wrong itprcaoion, but * al.su fool ± have to 

exprssn these fearo. iigh'. *.o.» you oujhu oj no noiv lawy.n *3 doing no iion than 

3 trai f ^i: lav. work, so far ay anyone way'.^hor^ can uell not intort^sueu in 1?/ iiiVes tigs lion, 
hcsidy3 hcoote. hsideu, for your client, you now need not.iing else. It is oiily lor the 
3eiutiou of t no crinu t.’uiC ieivnstlgauian is uo . n :« ?ded, nd fh» ti^An, • i i wtzy oil on 
t:iat. r fhoi>i- is uo pro spect there until you bav? a court victory, anu effort in thu& 
jii*ecuion uo. cu/i rum l * pronpects for the future. Anu, ^id.d row produces thu least 
dependable witnesses. ;vf*.er you lmv: u coui't victory, thor? iir^ many co.’d'licts that will 



Bake t.xH kind of iiU^ileotUul judo ttai; is assent al possible. T1 xe bast time to flash 
rata froKi a ship is wuea ti'n.y think it ir 3inkin*r. The .uost cbviouj conflict will be 
between. th* ft derala am the locals, one you will, with pixti-ncc and iuck f find the 

loc da wil^ bav* to co:m; to y u. Too down there* is going to slit his own tliroat for 

Washington of hoover? Or, a.j aoae ;uay bgu it, for Clark? 

Whoa at cow# .■» to wa future, one of tnu bt.-st r . urces will ba black* Thor** ilays 
will jo counter produc fcivc , for bis tat red Can't lu.de itself* Thoy'li never WLk to him 
tt/id hi a presence may bo e/iou-Jt to k*.«p thorn from Wiki tig. When you get to the point 
^h?re local ixxveutigntion can bo u.-ieful and move t i&gs forward, ho'l.. h :V to b what 

I'i enciMi* to b;* difficult for him, obscure in nil of tJiis, or you'll xiot .> : jen the 

rij.'it coufcha. iou'l. lo :p tL»u» cloucd, for fear «don». Las k.tpr. tht m clo*ie.l to now imd 
fiat wifi ixoc i** r.li vod. Tta uWr l..vd is c*iu r. .[Uirj.n : ; a cor tain a o at of sourd- ti; 
cation ana wmli involve the Kiuu of people who would not so k out a flutfo.it auiu would 
not talk to tiny but a oeer* Where Hays can b • of gr-tat value is in stuff the lo*-*>r- 
lev-d police cm oupp y* A 1 tviu they cun c.o*t. .unicato* 

That he would and did phon- me I do appreciate. But that aft •»* readim; ?o nuch 
that v. rjn obvioUidy^ho lurin’ t x&ixa .ulreu^y known ana nut toother for lila^elf and 
thna could l'eod mu Lac.v so lie do does not bulla »y confluence in hi.n. He yielded no 
inkling of essential no I’d' ration on :my level and even l-©. c i of the ultimo: source 
»wi any conspiracy, not a ^iuJU tring that coula point that way or to anyone *»lne. 

The closest thing to it wa his ill-hiid.cn hatred of black militant??, ^nd who u- might 
consii-r u.1aWjuu is another ;aatWr. 

I tavo w&<«?n two ut^ptt toward turning blacks on* Both tav., so far, woxked. noth 
jiaVn; xriJtr.uk phon.«. li iv „pjxi.jv to my 1.- iters* Bo til hoi * so pfojpaot. I'n waiting, not 
tiyiix^ fur Dior* On. iu ;«*a*ticul xr has ngroat iaoa that he doccci t connect with anything 
tlm.v c uni ov of valuvf to you, but if no Co j »<hat hi is goxn. ; to try and do, you'll have 
a black opon sua.'aGxe. There as no rush* Wait fur it. 



x*xd, r^di.ipj XuOi’tj iruportaut aijtlLiin, else at tnis j*i.xctur^, especiali.y *ath 

all the io P-1 work tiiure is to do, I wiinm ; ou snould aw it the iui>jact of cn - book. 

>i 1 -u C'j. - . x*i.;al distribution, it x.iijht au so ^ ud x.i k *ox.ipliij *ui t)u. ax’^a. 

I’vu u ri t ton ^xluchran twice, with -to rospousa. Thu s«t;o ud ti.oe i bin a copy 

of tho Publislu-r'c Weekly x'tview, Jilt.nct iii r ajpouc* id tWL iiilicute^ no pruaeut 
interest. Silence on th» ubjuct ia x»ot ?ucoura^in(7. 



Plfciat nov. 1 tfxiuk .unCix Ooj- dop^nd ou th.. at .»ntion ti-*.* boek yets aVxm on /dip 
appearances I can £oku locally. In th; l’v? found my appearances in talk sho^s, 

Cor cxxn->pi , v ;ry productive. Jo . e , Jut otJkr ar ho, coutiau:. to produce things after 
tuxixy, iL:uij y..tjLru. Tlii ? incl n.c^ a xu.xj iu .*liich n. interest, but w ‘i.u um.l uu ide-a 

nloat on- mx: l ..hat i t tas ^iv c mo, I think ir wis. to w..it uud eoe. We have to do vf.at 
d 1 a Tude iutpc» ill-, aad Vila iu not an acoia* ntal phi'asia^. IT au.J vhen I r.<oi to 
discus 3 :n 4> tl.e case in on i .vrcuxid .V:;.*pl:i.v, 1 yin*; it on -cover ?nut ata 'du^ton nn) moidbig 
utat dvi^as/ whlcli is for: ibl** oi t’i locals, c.^y finf jour.-tliin-;. Unttl then, 1 trunk 
il wroa^ to loon, v.ro:*., to Jo any Kxor thru; pick up tint ov*n~ which we Lii^ri t utuniblfi* 

Apolo^it*3 to lob fox* :«y typi 4;, f«>r I'll :iot Ikv. time t . rt:ad this. 



biuce ;ly, 



